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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION V

JUN 30 %83

Emergency Action at Calumet Containers Hammond, Indiana

William H. Sanders III, Director
Environmental Services Division

Henry D. Van Cleave, Acting Director
Emergency Response Division (WH-548-B)

The on-scene coordinator's report on the emergency action at Calumet
Containers initiated May 7, 1982, and concluded May 21, 1982, is
enclosed. The report follows the format prescribed in the National
Contingency Plan.

A fire destroyed a drum recycling facility which had a small incinerator
to burn residues. Emergency action was taken to remove contaminated
residues on the site and evaluate a large number of truck trailers
filled with drums.

Mr. George Madany, 0SC, undertook the action at a project expenditure of
$25,478.

The site is not listed on the National Priority List.
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000891

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Effectiveness of Response and Removal Actions

Problems Encountered and Recommendations

Appendix A Lletter to Mr. John Jagiella

Appendix B Sitreps/Polreps

Appendix C Project's Costs

Appendix D Photographs

Appendix E: 1
2

10

The ten point docwment

Request of $25,000 for cleanup from R.A.

Letter of Building Commissioner to John Jagiella
Resolution No 4765 R.1 of the Hammond City Council

Letter from the Hammond City Council to R.A. re-
questing Superfund cleanup action

Letter from the Illinois EPA to R.A. requesting
immediate removal action

Letter of the Department of Planning and Develop-
ment to John Jagiellas

lLetter of the Illinois EPA to Manager of Island
Romes, Inc.

Letter of thanks from City of Hammond to R.A.

Letter of Indiana Rarbor Belt Railroad Co. to 0SC



s

000592

SUWTIARY OF EVERTS

Steel Container Corporation, better known as Calumet Container, is located
at 3631 State Line Avenue in Hammond, Lake County, Indiana. The company
property is located on both Indiana and Illinois land, and is about 100
yards fron Wolf Lake, which 1s an interstate fishing and recreational lake,
and about 60 yards from Powder Horn Lake (Fig. 1). It is a drum and pail
recycling facility.

On VUednesday, April 21, 1982, at about 3:15 p.m., a fire started at the
facility. Danger of snmoke and chemical fumes caused the evacuation of the
residents in nearby Island Homes trailer park. !{ichael Elam of the Enforce-
ment Counsel Section was notified and responded first. The writer who is

of the Spill Response Section was notified at 5:50 p.m. He undertook the
investigation.

1 arrived on scene at 8:00 p.m. I met there Charles E. Osterberg, Deputy
District Chief, Chicago Fire Departnent, CMDR Fred O'Reilly, Chicago Police
Department, Howard Chinn, Illinois Attorney General's office, Dan Stropes

of the Indiana State Board of Health, Ron Novak of the Hammond Air Pollution
Control Department, and later on John Renkes, Jack Barnett, John Evans, and
Charles Gebien of the Illinois EPA. Representatives of the media were on

the scene also. As I arrived 1 was handed a note by Howard Chinn from Hke
Elan to sample various locations in the plant. It was dark and too dangerous
to do the sampling then, so I decided to do that the following morning. The
fire had abated but the firemen were still battling it. The question then
arose if the residents of the trailer park could return to their hones that
night. 1 checked with the fire chief as to when he expected to have the fire
out and he answered at 9:00 p.m. None of the bystanders on the site seemed
to suffer any form of irritation from breathing the surrounding air. So I
decided that by 10:00 pem. residents could return to their homes. The message
was broadcasted over the nedia and the residents returned. Efforts at moni-
toring the air during the night failed, because we could not obtain the neces-
sary equipment. In my opinion such monitoring would have been superfluous
anyway. So about 12:00 a.n., I met with the Illinois EPA representatives

to plan our next step. We decided that sampling the runoff water for pollut-
ants was important. Sampling of various drums and pits should also be done
to determine the advisability of any immediate removal action. )

On the morning of the 22nd of April, Charles !Miller and myself collected
sanples of the runoff water for analysis on the South side of the building.
Sanples from other locations were sampled by the Illinois EPA and the Indiana
State Board of Health. The plant had been essentially destroyed by the fire.
The roof had caved in and the metallic walls had buckled. Hot spots continued
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to exist and to smoke. It was too dangerous to enter the building to sample
drums, tanks and pits. The following day, Mr. Bowden and 1 and three mem-
bers of the TAT inspected the site, took samples from two tank trailers and
from a sludge tank. Two children were noted on the premises and were chased
out. A couple of hot spots had ignited and the Fire Department was called to
put them out. Mr. Ernie Burgiss, the plant manager, expressed a desire to re-
move several truckloads of drums from the site. Mr. Bowden warned him that
the U.S. Attorney in Hammond had expressed concern regarding the removal of
uninspected trucks from the site. The building site was surveyed and mapped
by the TAT team. Later Mr. John Jagiella who is the owner of the facility
came. He sald that he had filed for bankruptcy sometime ago under Section
1ll1. Then Mr. Michael Elam came and requested our assistance in investigat-
ing a trailler allegedly taken from the site for RCRA violationms.

The Indiana State Board of Health informed us that the trailers on the site
contain hazardous chemicals that could spill. Mr. Scott McCone, Mr. Glen
Cekus and I surveyed, inspected, and mapped the 69 trailers on site on

April 24 (Fig. 2). Many of the trailers contained empty pails and drums.
However, several trailers were found to contain sludges, liquids and solids.
Specific items noted and identified were adhesives, xylene, aromatic hydro-
carbons, waste oil and lime. Mr. John Jagiella was on site during that
inspection. He accepted responsibility for cleanup action of any hazardous
material that might wash off the site in case of a heavy rain. A demand
letter dated April 27, 1982 (Appendix A) was sent to Mr. Jagiella. As

Mr. Jagiella had filed for bankruptcy, it was not certain that he will under-
take the cleanup action in a timely and effective manner. Therefore,

Mr. Bowden wrote up a ten point document (Appendix F-1). The Hammond City
Council sent a letter to the Regional Administrator (Appendix F-5) request-
ing Superfund cleanup action. The Illinois EPA sent a similar letter
(Appendix F-6).

On May 3, an RRT meeting was held in City Hall at Hammond. It was attended

by representatives of the US EPA, Illinois EPA, Indiana State Board of Health,
the USCG, the DOT, the Indiana Attorney General, the Illinois Attorney General,
the Mayor of Hammond and Hammond City officials, including the Fire Department,
and Building Commissioner, member of the City Council and air pollution con-
trol. A representative of the TAT who assisted the OSC attended too. The
Building Commissioner said that he issued an order to John Jagiella (Appendix
F-3) to demolish the building within 15 days. The Hammond City Council

i8suved resolution 4765 R.1 (Appendix F-4) supporting the decision of the
Building Commissioner. The Department of Planning and Development said that
since Mr. Jagfella has not been running his business according to the pro-
visions of ordinance # 4683, they have sent him a letter (Appendix F-7) {in-
forming him that they will not issue him a permit to rebuild. It was agreed
that the US EPA would undertake immediate removal of any hazardous materials
that pose a threat of pollution, if Jagiella does not take timely and effec-
tive action. The City of Hammond voluntered to make and put up warning signs
around the perimeter of the site, and to cooperate with the representative of
the Illinois Attorney General in putting a snow fence around the site. The

- 5 -
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0SC was to write a letter to the manager of Island Homes trailer park to
warn residents against going or permitting their children to go on the site.
Such a letter was later written by Mr. Jack Barnette of the lllinois FPA

(Appendix F-8).

After the RRT meeting, the site was inspected by the various members.

1 met

with Mr. Jagiella and he informed me that he was not in a position to do any

projected cleanup.
letter to him.

1 told him that we would do it as stipulated in my demand

The runoff water did not have high level of pollutants.

The most important pollutants were the following:

Phenol 0.164 ppm
Pentachlorophenol 0.029 *~
Isophorone 0.345 "~

Pb 1.130 ppm
Cr 0.275
Cu 0.258

The most important pollutants in the trailer tanks and sludge tank were lead

and chromiun. Yo PCB's were present.
were as follows:

The concentration of the pollutants

Trailer at Vlest side Trailer
Pb 13.0 ppn 10.0
Cr 3.5 17.0

The main pollutants in the 3,000 gallon

0il and grease 17,300 ppm
Phenol 14.4  ©
Cyanide 19.0 *©

The main pollutants in the 1,000 gallon
011 and grease 300 ppm

Phenol 310 *

at East side Sludge Tank
ppn 23.0 ppm
24.0

process tank were the following:

Acenaphthalene 600 ppm

Hydrocarbon 322 "
rinse tank were the following:
Cyanide 1.2 ppm

Pentachlorophenol 0.15 *~

The open drum in the process room had 71.1 ppm oil and grease and 124 ppm

hydrocarbon.

No significant amount of arsenic was found in any of the

- 6 -
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above.

The soil by the loading dock was spongy and rubbery. It had the following
main pollutants:

011 and grease 196.4 ppm Di-N~Butylphthalate 8.8 ppm
Phenol 0.135 © Pyrene 0.68 "

Cyanide 9.3 " -

The concrete pit at the west of the basement was supposedly a cesspool. The
main pollutants in that pit were the following:

Phenol 4.0 ppm Arsenic 0.036 ppm
Cyanide 0.54 D{ (2-ethylhexyl) Phthalate 15.0 ppn

The fire department had used water from Yolf Lake to douse the fire. John
Jagiella claimed that 1f any cyanide was found in the runoff water as some
had claimed, it must have been pre-existant in Wolf Lake water. So a sample
of Ylolf Lake water was analyzed for arsenic, phenol, and cyanide. None of
these substances were detected.

Mr. Jagiella constructed a berm at critical points on the site to prevent
any runoff water from leaving the premises. He later reinforced the bemrm
upon my request. That gave us a few days to consider what measures should
and could be safely undertaken.

$25,000 were requested from the Regional Adninistrator and were approved on

May 5 (Appendix F-2). On May 7, chemical Waste Management Co., was contracted
with and cleanup work was started. Some open durms and the sludge tank out-
side the building and the process and rinse tanks and a few drums inside the
building were cleaned up. It was still not safe to enter the building freely.
So the work was temporarily stopped at the close of the day on lay 11. Approxi-
mately 15 cubic yards of sludge, and 2,500 gallons of contaminated liquids were
removed, processed, and landfilled in the CID landfill in Chicago, Illinois.

The 0SC was responsible for monitoring any naterial that leaves the site, to
make sure that no hazardous chemicals leave the site without the permission of
the Indiana State Board of Health and the office of the Indiana Attorney
General. This proved to require an appreciable amount of time and effort.

Mr. Jagiella was quite anxious to move some trailers containing empty drums and
pails out for scrap and for recycling. All these had to be checked drum by
drum and pail by pail to make sure that they were empty. The progress in demol-
ishing the building was much slower than anticipated. So on May 21, the cleanup
was resumed. Approximately 3,000 gallons of 1liquid was removed from the

- 7 -
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chemical waste trap, sludge tank, septic tank, short blaster tank, and 11
drums. Approximately 12 cubic yards of sludge were removed from the
chemical waste trap and sludge tank and placed in a rolloff box. These

were processed and landfilled at CID. The emergency removal action was
concluded at the end of the day of May 21, and the site turned over to

the attention of the City of Hammond, the States of Indiana and Illinois and
the USEPA Remedial Response Branch. The interest of the Remedial Response

Branch was prompted by the possibility of soil and ground water contamination
due to the previous operation of the plant.
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EFFECTIVENESS OF RESPONSE AND REMOVAL ACTIONS

Chemicals, sludges, and polluted liquids in open tanks and drums were removed,

processed and landfilled. While the process of doing so stretched for over

three weeks due to the condition of the building, the job got done at a cost
B of less than $12,000. No injuries occurred to civilians or workers. Varn=

ing signs.were posted at strategic locations around the permiter of the site.

As there was a question about soil and ground water pollution, the site was
turned over to the Remedial Response Branch and the State of Indiana for

further study and consideration.
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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The State of Indiana, the City of Hammond, the State of Illinois, and the US EPA
have been investigating Calumet Container for air and ground water pollution.
There were 69 trailers on site containing mainly empty drums and pails, but
sorne had chemicals in them. Mr. Jagiella was under orders not to remove any
chemicals or contaminated materials from the site without permission. He was
anxious to remove empty drums and pails to sell as scrap or for recycling at
other facilities. So it fell vpon us to Inspect any trucks and trailers con-
tents moving out to check that he was in compliance. !Mr. Jagiella felt that
he was being unnecessarily harrassed by some members of the above agencies.
Therefore, coordination of the work and explaining the situation to the nedia
was sonetimes perplexing.

le received good cnoperation from the US EPA Public Affairs office. !lir.
Jagiella felt we were being fair with him, and the City of Hammond and the
States were satisfied with our coordination effort.

The City of Hammond and the Representative of the Illinois Attorney General's
Office indicated in the RRT meeting that they would take care of putting a
snow fence around the site; but this never got done due to lack of funds. Ve
closed the project before we were certain that the fencing wotild not take
place. This has been relegated to the Remedial Action group.

It may be helpful that the decisions and resolutions agreed to at RRT neetings
be written down and spelled out clearly to the members for written agreement
before the meetings are concluded.
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APPENDIX A

LETTER TO MR. JOHN JAGIELLA




1€0 sT"
> (7N UNITED STATES
I o Y e ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
s = ‘ REGION v
( ¥ ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION
s, -3 §36 SOUTH CLARK STREET
4. o 1EC : CHICAGO. (LLINOIS 80805

April 27, 1982

CERTIFIED MAIL
- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

M. "
Chicago, IL 60629
Dear Mr. ) 1

On Wednesday, April 21, 1982, the United Btates Envirommental Protection
Agency was notified that a fire has engulfed the Steel Container Corpora-
tion (d/b/a Calumet Containers) at 3631 State Line Avenue in Hammond,
Indfana. This fire was contained and extinguished by the Hammond Fire
Department. Or Thursday, April 22, 1982, 1 inspected the scene of the
fire and deternined, pursuant to the authority of Sectionm 104 (a)(l) of
the Comprehensive Envirommentsl Response, Compensation, snd Liability
Act of 1980, (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C.§ 9604 (2)(1), that there was and is a
substantial threat of release of a hazardous substance into the environ-
unt.

On Saturday, April 24, 1982, I met with you at the Calumet Container's
site. 'During this meeting I inquired whether you would take responsibility
for the proper clesnup and contaimment of the waste material and liquid

at the site. This inquiry was made for the purpose of determining,
pursuant to Sectiom 104 (a)(1) of the CERCLA 42 U.S.C. $9604 (a)(1),
vhether the owner or operator of the facility will undertake proper
response actfon. It is my understanding that you have agreed to take
responsibility for the response actions required at the site. On Monday,
April 26, 1982, I notified you by telephone that the following actions
would be required:

1. All 1iquid, fncluding rain water from the building, should -
. be prevented from running off or draining from the site
by constructing bems or dikes as needed for contaiment.

2. BHo wvaste material, liquid or otherwise, except for scrap steel
and clean drums, shall be ramoved or disposed of wntil analysis
of the material is completed. When analysis is completed the
l1iquid and other wasts material shall be disposed of in accordance
with all Federal, State, and local, statutes, regulatiouns, rules
and ordinances.

3. All wastes, including sodium hydroxide, located at the Calumet
Containers facility shall be placed in secure contziners and
storad at the site until U.S, EPA can saaple and analyze the
chemical composition of this materfal to determine proper dispossal
sethods. ‘ '

000902
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U.S.EPA will monitor all response action that you undertaks at the gsite.
1f, at any time, it is determined that the response action is mot being
taken in s timely manner or is not being carried out, U.S.EPA may undertake

the response action pursuant to Section 104(a)(1l) of CERCLA, 42 U,S.C.
$9604(a)(1). You may also be liable for the costs incurred by U.S.EPA
in responding to the situation at the Calumet Containers site pursuant to
Section 107(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. $9607(a).

Respectfully, ' 000803

George H. Madany, Ph.D.
On-Scene Coordiunator
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APPENDIX B

SITREPS/POLREPS




F,.‘;Jg,/, lfﬂ'/ 30, 1982 ' ()OUSOS

FM: USEPA. REGION V. CHICAGO, 1IL

TOt USCG DISTRICT NINE

DyS™ WASHIVGTON. DC
NRC., WASHMINGTuN. DC *

PULREP 1
SUSt STEEL CONTAINER CORPURATION FIRF. IN 4ammOuD, 1IN
A. S1TUATION?

1. STEEL CONTAINER CORP. (D/R/a CaLM'MET CU.TAINERS IS
A DRJM A D $ raLvLuN PATLS RECYCLING PLANT.

2. Ov WEDNESDAY APRIL 21, 1982 AT ARQUT 3118P.M. & FIRE RR'VE
OUT AND DESTRIYED THE PLANT COMPLETFLT.

4. RESIDEVTS 1V THE NVEARBY TRAILERS PAR¥ WERF EVACHATED U TIL
THE FIRE WAS PUT UUT AT 10:ATP.M.

a4. R' OFF WATER FR . ¥ THME FIRE FIGHTING ACTIVITY COUJLD CUNTAT.
4a%ZaRD 11)S ~ATERIALS. THIS IS A TYRFEAT TU .EARAY RESINENTS
AVD ¥ Lr LAXE W4I1Cd4 1S LESS THAN 100 YDS. AvAaY.

8. ROIF OUF BYILDING CAVED IN avD M)ST OF T4E STEE WAa''.S aRE
/ACKLED.

« ABYYT &9 TRNILERS VERE OV THE SITE THEY CONTAIVED FYPTY
DRI¥S avD PATLS, AS VELL as SOLIDS. avn ORGavlC ' '1QUIDS
AND ADHESIVES.

R. aCT1ONe

1. UJNER ACCEPTED RFSDINSIOILITYS BT HE 4AD DILED PIR DANKRIPICY
1JDER SECTION 11 AND way NIT GO TZR)IIJGH WITH T4HE REAUIRED
cLTavpP. 0

2. A BER] Has REEV AUTILT TO CIvTalv aNY RIIVIFF O] RAIN WATER
0. TYE SITE. .

3. TYE RUILDINVG 15 BEING DEYOLITSHYED.
4. THE RUOFF WATER AND SLUNGES aRE REING aNALYSES.

S« A DEMAND LETTER 4AS REEN SENT TO THE OWNVER NOT T RFEIVE
avy CAEMICALS OR PUL'ITED DR'JMS avD PAILS OFF TYE STVTE
AND Tu CLEAN UP ACCIRDING TO CERCLA RENDIRFE¥E\TS, AFTER
AVvALYTICAL RESULTS ARE IN. '

C. PLAVS

te WHEY EXTERING TUF BUILDING 1S DEEMYD SapE SLUDGES IV PITS
AND DRUMS WILL 9E SavpLED AND ANALYZED.

e A 10 POINT DICUMENT HAS BMEEN SENT TO HAMS CRIMP TO EFFETT 4
FEDERAL CLEANJP ACTION 1F THE OWNER REFUSES TO GO OV WiTH
OUR DEMAND LETTER.

3. AV RRT MEETING VILL A9E HELD AT 1013na.M. Ov MOYDAY MaY 1, Q=2
AT HMAMMOND CITY HALL, IN THE CITY COUNCIL C46MNERS aY
$92% CALUMET AVE, 4YammMOND. INDIAVA. 'FEDERAL AVD STATE
REPRESENTATIVES OF INDIANA AND TLLINOIS., a§ WELL AS LOCaL .
GOVERWMENT REPRESTATIVES VWILL BE 1V ATTEVDANCE. THE PIJRPOSE
1S TO CHART A COMMIN CO'IRSE OF ACTTON. '

GEORGE 4. mAaDaNY. OSC. USEPA. REGION V. CYICaGO, 1IL



THURSDAY maY ¢, 1982

Fy

* JSEPA., REGION V, CHICas), IL '

TOt USCG DISTRICT NINF

DUSM WAS-1VYGTUN, DC
VRT wWaS4l.GTuN, DG -

P.LRFP 2

R
N e

Y.

Pe

8.

'~ "Rt STEE!. CO\TAI.ER CORPORATION FTRE. 1v 4AwvOND. 1y

S'TITION?
[ITLNING BETING DEYOLISHED.

BERN UV PREMISFS HAS REEN RFEINFORCED.
ACTION:

RRT MEETIVG wWAS HYELD AS SCHED'JLEND. IT WAS CHAIRED ny
KEVNETH FENNER. 'JSEPAa. .

BuT”
OWNER ACCEPTED TO DEMOLISH THE ®YILDING 2% DECLINED TO
CLEaVUP SIYDGF aND CHEMICAL WASTES.

THE SITE 1S REING MONITORFL RY EPA WITY HFLP FROM THE T' EpPa
AND I1S8Y4.

£25,NnN0 HYAVE RBEFN ALLOCATED FOR CLE&N'JP RY !JSFPa.

1T WAS DECIDED TO PUT UP A SNOW FENCE WITH WAR\NING STGNS
ARO'JND THE PRFMISES.

PLANS
1. CLEANYP ACTION WILL START FRIDAY MAY 7 AND 1S FXPECTED TO

-

BE CUMPLETED 8Y FRIDAY MAY 14. TYE DELAY IS PART!AL''Y DUE
TO THE STRUCT!IRALLY HAZARDOUS STATE O OF THE WUJILDING.

2. THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AND THE CITY OF 4AaMMOND WILL

MAKE AV EFFORT TO PUT UP THE FENCE AND MAXE THE SIGNS.
FAILING THAT, THE USEPA WILL GET THAT DO\E.

CASE PENDS

SEORGE H. MADANY, OSC, USEPA, REGION V. CHICAGO, TL

000906
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CG DOT wSH
TUESDAY MAay 11, 1982 -

| B R

TO:

1JSEPA, REGIUN V,» CHICAGJ, Il

USCG DISTRICT NVINE
DUSY™ WASHYINGTON, DT
VRC, WASHI VGTON., 1°C

POLREP 3
SJR: STEE". CUNTAINER CORPORATION FIRE, IN damMr)yD, 1IN

Q.

STTHATION?

THE SJTLDIN:S DEMULTSYING SCHEDIJLE YS 1JNCERTAIN. THE OITY
OF HAMMOND 1S ENFORTING TH!S PYASE.

DIE TO THF HAZARD OF ENTERING THE RUYILDING WITH WMACUINERY
AT THE PRESENT, THE CLXANJP 18 T 0SS I¥ME TWO DJIAGES.

a. CLEANUP WITY vacuyugm TRIICY AND OJTS'DE AREA \OW.

B. REMOVAL OF REYAINIVG S'')TGFS AND DRIVS 1LATER WUFRN
ENTERING T-% ™)1 DING WITH MACHINERY IS CONVSIDERED SARE.

ACTIONS

THE FIRST PHASE OF CLEANP 2AS ?KEN COMPLETED. 2,500 GALLONS
OF LINMIIDS AND SLYYIDGE HAVE SEEN REYOVED AND TAXEN FOR
PRJCESSING AND LANDFILLING.

1S CJRI™ YARDS OF SOLID SLIIDGES HAVUF REEN REMOUSD ANT 1,89D
FILLED.

PLANS

COYPI.ETE PHASE (®) THAT [S EXPECTED TO TAKE TwJ NAYS,
WHEV ACCESSI VG THE RJILDING RECUMFS SAFE.

CAaSE PENDS:

GEURGE 4. MAaDANY, 0SC USEPA, REGION V, CHICAG), TL

CG DOT wSH

WPnt M7
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MAY 24, 19R2 23130 P.M.
FROM} USEPA, REGION V, CHICAGO., ILLINOIS

TO!

DOSM, EPA SPILL RESPONSE, WASHINGTON, D.C-.
USCG DISTRICT NINE
CG DOT WASHINGTON, D.C. 9(NRC)

POLREP 4 AND- FINAL
SUBJECT3 STEEL CONTAINER FIRE, IN HAMMOND, INDIANA

Y
g

SITUATION:

1« THE BUILDING 1S STILL REING DEMOLISHED.

2. THE EMERGENCY REMOVAL ACTION YAS BEEN COMPLETED.

3. THE COST HAS NOT BEEN FINALIZED: BUT IT 1S EX~
PECTED TO BE AROUND 812,000. :

ACTION? .

- 3,000 GALLONS OF CONTAMINATED LIQUIDS, AND 12 CURIC
YARDS OF SLUDGE HAVE REEN REMOVED, PROCESSED AND
LANDFILLED. THAT MAKES A TOTAL OF S,S00 GALLONS OF
LIQUID AND 27 CUBIC YARDS OF SLUDGE REMOVED IN ALL.

2. WARNING SIGNS HAVE BEEN MADE AND INSTALLED AROUND
THE PERIPHERY OF THE SITE BY THE CITY OF HAMMOND.

3. RON NOVAK OF THE CITY OF HAMMOND I AIR POLLUTION
DEPARTMENT AND HOWARD CHINN OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL DIVISION OF THE ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL7°’S
OFFICE ARE COORDINATING PUTTING THE SNOW FENCE
AROUND THE SITE.

4. THE INDIANA ATTORNEY GENERAL‘’S OFFICE, THE INDIANA
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, THE CITY OF HAMMOND., THE
ILLINOIS EPA, THE ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL‘’S OFFICE
AND THE USEPA REMEDIAL RESPONSE BRANCH HAVE BEEN
INFORMED THAT THE EMERGENCY REMOVAL ACTION HAS BEEN
COMPCLUDED AND THE SITE TURNED OVER TO THEM.

CASE CLOSED. .-

GEORGE He. MADANY, O0SC USEPA, REGION V, CHICAGO, 1IL.

INDIT
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@ Chemical Waste Management, Inc.

Environmental Remedial Action Division
150 W. 137th Street
Riverdale, IL 60627

( (312) 841-8600
INVOICE E— N? 065
TO: U. s. EPA
Financial Management (MD-32)
ATTN; Administrative Audit Section PERIOD ENDING 5-10, 5-21 19 82
Research Triangle Park, NC 27711 PROJECT NO.
TERMS: NET 30 DAYS
DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
Contract # 68-95-0031
. Incident # V-82-407-GM
({:, Activity Code E
5/10/82 Total Personnel Costs - $2,296.50
Total Equipment Costs - $1,420.00
Total Material Costs - 4 $ 198.00
Transportation Costs - S 467.00
Disposal Costs - $2,585.30
( $7,966.80
5/21/82 Total Personnel Costs - $ 927.00
Total Equipment Costs - S 695.00
Transportation Costs - S 673.75
Disposal Costs - s 795.00
( $3,090.75
Yy
. L -
~ € - N Kad 1
r Al \\: N
( ) ' PLEASE PAY
$ 11,057.55
THIS AMOUNT
FTAYPEPAATAATY T . ea "Anm




2.

3.

4.

CDO

CDO

CcDO

CDO

COST OF SAMPLE
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ANALYSIS FOR CALUMET CONTAINER

1614

Total hours

1618

Total hours

1591

Total hours

1600

Total hours

80
96
48

224

48
20

68

hours
hours
hours

Hours

hours
hours

Hours

hours
hours

Hours

hours
hours

Hours

PCB
volatile organics
oil and grease

PCB
Priority Pollutants

Priority Pollutants
Tox

PCB
GC/MS

Total Cost

cost

$5,070.00

$1,568.00

$1,085.00

$2,502.00

$10,225.00

(a)



COST OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

TEAM CONTRACTOR'S HELP

at_the

STEEL CONTAINER EMERGENCY RESPONSE INCIDENT

COST
Total Hours worked 252 $3,7810.00
Expenses § 415.45

Total $4,195.45

000912

(b)
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1.

2.

3.

b4

5.

Gerald F. Regan
Robert J. Bowden
George H. Madany
Alice Cocroft

Transportation
Expenses

IN-HOUSE COSTS

10 hrs x 21.50 $/hr
31 hrs x 22.79 $/hr
270 hrs x 14.94 $/hr

8 hrs x S5.74 $/hr

TOTAL

000913

$ 250.00
$ 706.00
$4,033.00
$ 46.00

$ 200.00

—————————

$5,235.00
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PHOTOGRAPH # 1

The fire at Calumet
Container

PHOTOGRAPH # 2

The south end of the
plant showing the
puddle of the runof
water that was sampled
for pollutants

000915

(a)

" - .




PHOTOGRAPH # 3

The south-western end
of the plant showing

a hot spot still
smoking two days after
the fire was put out.

&

PHOTOGRAPH # 4

One of the trailer
trucks containing
enpty drunms

(b)
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PHOTOGRAPH # 5

Two of the trailer
trucks containing
empty paint pails

PIOTOGRAPGH # 6

Part of the plant
in the process of
being dismantled

(c)
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PHOTOGRAPH # 7

One of the tanks
inside the plant
whose contents
was pumped out

PHOTOGRAPH # 8

Sone of the drunms
near the collapsing
roof, that were
pumped out

(d)
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PHOTOGRAPG # 9

The sludge tank
that was dug out

PHOTOGRAPH # 10

The chenmical waste
trap that was being
dug and cleaned up

00919




APPENDIX E-1

THE TEN POINT DOCUMENT
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DATE:

‘UBJECT:

FROM:

TO:

o

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION V

April 30, 1982

Calunet Container 00 Uf) 21

NP,
Robert J. Bowden, Chief /f_';./fﬁ,wfé.u ,é/ MNP

Spill Respnnse Section

Mr. Hans Krump
Office of Emergency and Remedial Response

Enclosed is a ten point document concerning the Calumet Container
Company of Hammond, Indiana. We consider this situation to be an
imminent threat to the environment due to the exposure of heavily
contaminated sludge pits to precipitation. A heavy rain will flood
the fire site and cause runoff of heavily contaminated materials.
The building itself is also structurally unsound and very dangerous
to any one entering it.

As of today, April 29, 1982, the owner is cooperating in clearing
the site however we have no confidence that he will continue to do
so after he has removed all of the drums and metal which he can
sell. We have sent him a demand letter and are monitoring his
activities closely. He may abandon the site without dealing with
the waste materials on the site. If this occurs we will request
funds for an immediate removal to secure these materials against
a release to the environment.

This facility has. a long history of improper disposal practices.

The State of Illinois, the State of Indiana and the City of Hammond

all have suits against the owner for violations of air regulationms,
improper disposal of hazardous materials and groundwater contamination.

It {s anticipated that, after the immediate action to secure the
hazardous materials on the surface of the site has been completed,
the site will become a candidate for a planned removal or a remedial
action under Superfund.
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l. OSC:

“t. George H. Madany, Region V, (312) 353-2080

2. NAME OF INCIDENT
0009LL
Name of Incident: Calumet Container Company, Hammond, Indiana
Note: This 1s less than 100 yards from Wolf Lake which is ~n
interstate body of water. The state line crosses the Calumet
Container property.

State Officials: Indiana - David Lamm, Chief of Solid Waste
Indiana State Board of Health
Il1inois - Robert Kuykendall - Management Division
Nature of Incident: City of Hammond - Ronald Novak -
Hammond Air Pollution Control

3. JNATURE OF INCIDENT

The site 1s a factory where drums containingz chemicals and paint
were emptied, cleaned, repainted and resold for use. The States of
I1linois and Indiana have evidence that PCB, arsenic and cadmum have
been on the site. '

The factory burned down on the evening of April 21, 1982 and the building
is a total loss. There are caustic materlals in the building and one

or more sumps full of sludge from the cleaninz operations. There are
aléo 3 tanker trailers full of oily waste and sludge.

On April 22, 1982 and April 23, 1982 the OSC inspected the site. During
the four hour inspection the site caught fire twice and the Hammond Fire
Department was called. In addition two teenagers had to be requested to

leave the site.
)

There are 69 truck trailers at the site. Many of these are loaded with
55 gallons druns, paint cans, and fiber drums that had contained various
chemicals. The visible drums appeared empty but an inspection by TAT on
April 24, 1982 found 32 trucks contained drums with various materials
including paint, adhesives, xylene, varnish, and unidentified sludges.

During the fire several people were evacuated from a nearby trailer
court. There are trailer parks in the vacinity. There are also

several industries in the vicinity and recreational fishermen, boaters -
and sun bathers on Wolf Lake. During the April 23 inspection there were
two fishermen within 100 yards of the site.

There 18 no known threat to public drinking water. Wolf Lake is a very

popular recreational lake used for fishing, boating and bathing. It is
approximately 100 yards from the site.
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4, REASON FOR ACTION ! -

The OSC acted because of imminent hazard to public health and to Wolf
Lake. There is no security at the site. Anyone is free to enter and the
bullding itself 1is structually very dangerous in addition to the possible
hazards from toxic substances and spontaneous conbustion.

The State of Indiana i1s unable to act due to lack of personnel and
equipment. The owners have filed for bankrupcy under Title 1ll.

5. HAZARD CERTIFIED BY

Mr. George Madany, 0SC

6. COST ESTIMATED

The estimated cost to remove the structure, the debris from the fire
and level the site is $175,000. It can be done within two weeks.

7. PRNPOSED ACTION

The money will be used to demolish the remains of the structure, crush
the drums and the metal and chemicals and transport them to a landfill.
Contractor: Chemical Waste Management Inc. The final disposal site
would be at the CID landfill at Calumet City or a landfill at Joliet,
I11inois depending on the levels of contaminants in the sludge.

8. FINANCIAL STATUS

Project cefling: $175.000
Amount currently obligated $0.

9, RESPONSIBLE PARTY

The responsible party, Mr. John Jagiella, has been seant a letter
demanding action to clear the site. Mr. Jagiella stated that
he has declared for bankrupcy under Title 11.
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10. ALTERNATES CONSIDERED

'Response options considered were No actfon. This would leave the

site as an imminent hazard. A second course 1is to fence the site off.
This would provide some security but would not mitigate the threat if
combustion causing air contamination or over ground or underground
flow to Wolf Lake. The building is ia such a precarious structural
condition that anything short of complete demolition and removal is
not practical.

It 1s recommended that the structure be razed and the debris, including
the chemicals and drums, be removed to a landfill as phase I. Cost
$175,000. Phase 11, a planned removal phase - Make a magnetometer survey
to locate buried drums. Such drums have been found in the past at this
site. Then take appropriate action to remove any buried drums found

on the site. Decisions regarding cost and implenentation of phase II

are not practical at this time since large volume of metal above ground
makes it impossible to determine extent of buried drums if any. There

is also evidence that groundwater in the vicinity of the plant 1s heavily
contaminated by organic solvents. This would also be considered for
remedial action.
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REQUEST OF $25,000 FOR CLEANUP

FROM THE REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
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DATE.

SUBJECT:

FROM:

TO.

THRU;

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

May 4, 1982

Steel Container Corporation Cleanup

George H, Madany j#
On-Scene Coordinator

Valdas V, Adamkus

Regional Administrato:w M

William H, Sanders I, Director

Environmental Services

f/mué-?/

000926

Steel Container Corporation, better known as Calumet Container Co.
in Hammond, Indiana, had a fire on April 21, 1982. The fire destroyed

the plant,

While the owner accepted the responsibility to demolish

the building, he declined to do the cleanup of chemicals and sludges
that are considered hazardous to nearby residents and to Wolf Lake.
Consequently, | am requesting twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000)
to effect emergency cleanup under the authority of CERCLA, to prevent
run-of f and put up a snow fence around the premises with warning signs
(presently we are trying to have the fence installed by the State of

I1lincis at no expense),

Attached is a copy of the 10 point document

that was sent to Mr. Hans Crump, when we anticipated that the whole
job of clearing up the site might have to be done by us.

Attachment

5/5/82 - cc:

Mr. Constantelos
Mr. Springer
File

Mr. Ambutas

Mr. Leffin

, /Z' ,/{///_ B e
q/)// Lé)/f-éé//

7 Conj77 <i§; ,§?<§731: )

Non-concur
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LETTER OF BUILDING COMMISSIONER

TO JOHN JAGIELLA

OVOIL7



UUUY D

CONDEMNATION NOTICE AND ORDER

TO: John Jagiella RE: Pt. Gov. Lot 3 W'ly of
( 3631 State Line Avenue I.H.B.RR and S'ly of s.cC.
Hammond, Indiana 46327 . and S.RR. SW. NW
: ) . S. 24 T. 37 R. 10 3.4 A.
TO: Mercantile National Bank of Indiana Subj. to easmt.
Trust No. 3260
5243 Hohman Avenue Common address: 3631 State
Hammond, Indiana 46320 Line Avenue

d/b/a Calumet Containers
111 west Washington
Street

chicago, Illinois

You and each of you are hereby notified that an inspection of the above
described premises was made by the Building Commissioner, City of Hammond,
Indiana, on the 2lst day of April, 1982, and the same was found to be:

< l. uUnsafe or dangerous to persons and property.
_(}gy 2. Unsanitary and/or so infested with disease as to be a

serious hazard to public health or to the general welfare
of the locality.

3. In such condition as to be a dangerous fire hazard or other
danger to life or property.

4, In violation of State Statute, City Ordinances and Building
Codes so as to constitute or about to become a public nuisance.

You are hereby notified to remedy defective conditions as set forth below
( ‘ithin 15 days.

Due to April 21, 1982 fire, property is 90% destroyed and you
are hereby notified that building must be demolished completely,
and all drums, whether full or empty, must be removed under the
direct supervision of the Environmental Protection Agency.

~

( on your failvrce to comply with this notice and order within the time

~uallowed, a report will be made to the Board of Public Works and Safety
and you will be required to appear and show cause why the order herein
should not be complied with.

DATED: April 22, 1982

City of Hammond

‘Burns Indiana Statutes
Annotated Section 48-6144

cc: Board of Public Works and Safety
Pire Inspection
Health Department
Air Pollutionv?
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RESOLUTION No. 4765 R.1 OF

THE HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL

VUYL



000930

——
DPUIBUVL ¢ VVMBVLLImme eveee

RESOLUTION No. &/ 4R /|

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL:

WHEREAS, the Calumet Container Corporation, 3613 State Line Avenue,

Hagmond, Indiana, experienced a disastrous fire on April 21, 1982,
an

WHEREAS, an inspection of said premises was made by the Hammond
Building Commissioner, Mr. William Burgess and determined to be:

l. Unsafe or dangerous to persdns and property.

2. Unsanitary and/or so infested with disease as to be a serious
hazard to public health or to the general weliare of the locality.

3. In such condition as to be a dangerous fire hazard or other
danger to life or property.

4. In violation of State Statues, City Ordinances and Building
Codes s0 as to constitute or sabout to become a public nuisance
and,

WHEREAS, the Hammond Building Commissioner has also determined
that the premises are 90% (per cent) destroyed, thus warranting
demolition, and

WHEREAS, the Hammond City Council of Hammond, Indiana supports
the total demolition of said prezises as being in the best interest
of the gzneral health and welfare of the Citizens of Hammond, and

WHEREAS, the Hammond City Council in supporting such demolition

furtheir atates that such action must be taken in such a fashion

that it meets all air, water, and hazardous material rules, regulations
and statues, and

"WHEREAS, the Hammond City Council requests that the actions of the

Ha-mond City Building Commissioner be taken as expeditiously as
possitle s0 as to minimize any and all safety, health or environmental
effects to the City of Hammond, its citizens and '
resources., :

X
Approved this day of April, 1982 by the Hammond City Council.
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RESOLUTION NuMBer _Y 26 S R,

(Re: Calumet Conted ret Corporation)
O(

Presented by me to the Mayor for his approval and signature
this 27th day of April, 1982,

—W’
1982.

PASSED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL of the City of H nd, Indfana on
the 26th da of April, 1982 and %52; ,gmez by the Mayor
on the ‘sz day of
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LETTER FROM THE HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL TO THE REGIONAL

ADMINISTRATOR REQUESTING SUPERFUND CLEANUP ACTION
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April 26, 1982

Mr, Valdas Adamkus, Administrator

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region V
230 S, Dearborn Street

Chicago, Illinois 60604

RE: Superfund Request for -
Calumet Containers Corporation
3631.State Line Avenue '
Hammond, Indiana

Dear Mr, Adamkus:

The Calumet Container Corporation which is located within the
City of Hammond, Indiana, experienced a disasterous fire on

- April 21, 1982, That fire involved almost every municipal depart-

ment from the City of Hammond, as well as numerous Illinois
communities, and several Environmental agencies. The fire and
its fumes necessitated the evacuation of several bundred citizens
adjacent to the recycling facility.

' As we are sure you are aware, this company has legal or administrative

proceedings instituted against it by the City of Hammond, tne
Indiana Stream Pollution Control Board, the Indiana Attormey
General, the Illinois Attorney General, and recently, the United
Statecs Environcmental Protection Agency. All of the agencies
mentiored above have alleged various environmental violations of
the air, water or ground,

The Hammond City Council has been apprised of the fact that the
United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Illinois
Attorney General's office have jointly funded a hydrogeological
study of Culumet Containers. The results of that study conclude
that contamination, which 1s currently in the s0il and/or the
groundwater table, will travel into Hammond's largest recreation
resource - Wolf Lake, Wolf Lake is a Bi-State Lake shared with
the State of Illinois., The following recreational activities are
carried out at Wolf Lake: swimming, skiing, fishing and boating.
The City of Hammond is currently in the midst of a $3,000,000,00
development of the Wolf Lake area and therefore any environmental
degradation of the lake would have a most serious impact on the
citizens of Hammond,

The Hammond City Council has been advised by published newspaper
reports, that the Calumet Container Corporation has filed for
bankruptcy and therefore may not have sufficient assets to satisfv

~d e -
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Therefore, based upon the facts mentioned above, the Hammond City
Council requests that the United States Environmental Protection
Agency begin to explore the use of 'Superfund" to finance a
cleanup of any contaminated soil, water and/or groundwater or
toxic or hazardous materials stored at the site, Second, that
all legal actions filed against Calumet Container by the United
States Environmental Protection Agency be vigorously pursued s0
as to mipimize any further environmental contamination at the
company. Third, a recent newspaper article quoted dby Dr. George
Madany of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
stating tbat he found full drums of paints, organic solvents, and
adhesives in Calumet Containers trailers parked at that plant
site, The Hammond City Council wishes to be advised if this
storage constitutes a violation of the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act of 1976, and the regulation promulgated thereunder,
Further, will all the trailers and their contents be inventoried
at the Calumet Containers site so0 that the City of Hammond can

be prepared in the event any further problems develope at the
site requiring the response of City of Hammond personnel,

The Hammond City Council has determined this situation to bde a
most serious one, and therefore, we request your immediate
attention to this matter.

We will be looking forward to an early reply from your agency
reqarding our requests,

Sincerely,

Rou.

Rev. John Parrish, President
Hammond City Council

5925 Calumet Avenue

Hammond, Indiana 46320

cc: Congressman Adam Benjamin
Senator Richard lugar
Senator Dan Quale
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LETTER FROM THE ILLINOIS EPA TO THE REGIONAL

ADMINISTRATOR REQUESTING IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
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IL_llriCalS ] Environmental Protection Agency
2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, lllinois 62706

. 217/782-3397 &C‘c~ |
e’ 4'/
"V"'d'n L/£ [
§ M4y [
¢ April 29, 1982 -
' ép p &2
- F"-/Ce 56'/0
SR AJkQ%é?G
Mr. Valdas V. Adamkus e AN sh»hQ:&
Regional Administrator, Regiam:«Vi-. T2--~ )
Uu.S. EPA T _E
230 S. Dearborn St. Y
Chicago, Illinois 60604 .
Re: 1Initiation of immediate removal action
Ve under the Comprehensive Environmental
(o Response, Compensation, and Liability

Act of 1980 for Calumet Containers,
Hammond, Indiana site

Dear Mr. Adamkus:

On April 21, 1982, an explosion and fire occurred at the
premises of a company known as Calumet Containers or Steel Con-
tainer Corporation, 3631 State Line Road, Hammond, Indiana.
Because of this occurence, and pre-existing conditions at the
site, the soil and.groundwater in and about the site has been
contaminated with toxic substances. The Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency believes that human, animal and food chain
exposure to these substances presents an immediate and signif-
icant risk of harm to human life and health, and to the environ-
ment in both the States of Illinois and Indiana. Based upon

( this Agency's interpretation of Section 104(a)(1) of the Compre-
< hensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and Section 300.64(a)(l) and (3) of the
March 12, 1982, proposed National Contingency Plan, the U.S.
EPA, as lead agency for this emergency, is authorized under
CERCLA to initiate action for the immediate removal of these
toxic substances.

. The. IEPA is advised that Calumet Containers has stated it
will voluntarily clean up its site. If this clean-up is not
affected in a timely and complete manner, we request that the
U.S. EPA initiate an immediate removal action for the protection
of the public health and welfare and the environment.

cerel

Richard( Y. Carlson
Director

RJC:1m /
/77 . /li/')v
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LETTER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

AND DEVELOPMENT TO JOHN JAGIELLA
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Department of Planning and Development

7324 INDIANAPOLIS BLVD. HAMMOND, INDIANA 46324
. PHONE (219) 853-6395

APRIL E. WOODEN, AICP’
. Executive Director

VARD J. RASKOSKY, Mayor ) ROCHARDA M. MORRIS
Director
Community Devetopment

J. CHRISTOPHER HUFF
City Planner

April 30, 1982

Mr. John Jagiella -
3631 Stateline Avenue
Hammond, IN 46327

RE: Improvement Location Permits
(g;; Dear Mr. Jagiella;'

It has come to my attention that you are contemplating
rebuilding your recently destroyed proparty in Hammond. Please
be advised that prior to applying for building permits, an
Improvement Location Permit (I.L.P.) must be issued, through
this office.

Since the property has not been, aad currently is not being
run in accordance with the provisions of Ordinance #4683, an
Improvement Location Permit will not be granted to Calumet
Containers, Inc. or its representative(s). N

- G Obtil

< J. Christopher Huff
City Planner .

JCH/rs

cc: Mayor Edward J. Raskosky, City of Eammond
Hammond City Council
Hammond Department of Health
Indiana Attorney General
Indiana State Board of Health
Zoning Administrator
Files



APPENDIX E-8

LETTER OF THE ILLINOIS EPA TO

MANAGER OF ISLAND HOMES, INC.
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Environmental Protection Agency
1701 S. First Street Maywood, IL. 60153

Telephone - 345-9780 UVUVY1E0

-

<8

May 10, 1982 :

Edward D. Hayes, Manager

Island Homes Inc. .
13240 S. Avenue "F"

Chicago, I11inois 60633

(312) 646-2200

Dear Mr. Hayes,

As you are aware, on the evening of April 21, 1982 there was an explosion
and fire at the Calumet Container. Corp., located just south of the inter-
section of 134th Street and the Indiana Harbor Belt tracks.

Because of this incident and pre-existing environmental problems at this
location an extensive clean-up of all hazardous and dangerous materials

will be undertaken during the next 4 to 6 weeks. Any unauthorized personnel
walking through this area may unnecessarily expose themselves to potentially
harmful substances.

It is requested that you notify residents of “Island Homes" of the potential
dangers at this site and also ask that residents stay away from this area
until a thorough clean-up can be completed.
Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

DIVISION OF WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

g,_,<32544vQ;2§ié,/

Jack Barnette
Emergency Response Specialist
JB:wn

-CC - Emergency File, Maywood

J. Renkes, ERU
- G. Madany, USEPA
- H. Chinn, A.G.'s Office
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LETTER OF THANKS FROM THE CITY

OF HAMMOND TO THE REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
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STANLEY KULIK

CiTY CLERK PHONE

853-6346

3923 CALUMEY AVENUE
HMAMMOND IND 46320

L— CITY OF HAMMOND. IND‘ANA R L

May 11, 1982

\\Ag ': _ _;‘ —~ \J/
. ) ACRNENCRE
Mr. Valdas Adamkus k ‘
Administrator, U.S. E.P.A, %

Region 5

230 South Dearborn

Chicago, |1linois 60604

(%‘ Dear Mr., Adamkus:

At the meeting of the Hammond Common Council on May 10th,
1982 the Council unanimously voted to express to you its
appreciation for your prompt action regarding Calumet Containers
property in Hammond.

The granting of the Super Funds to be used for the clean-up
of Calumet Containers property is greatly appreciated by the

Council,

trul

a.,Zd

tan]ey”ﬁullk
City Clerk
C\J' SK/dk
REGEIVEQ
MAY 1 6i€32
RECEIVED

O ymO- £F '

cc AF MAY 12 1982

A
” EPA REGION 5

d ,; OFFICE OB REGIONAL
ADMINISTRAT
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LETTER OF INDIANA HARBOR BELT

RAILROAD COMPANY TO 0SC
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INDIANA HARBOR BELT RAILROAD COMPANY

2721 . 101sT STREET P.O. BOX 380 HAMMOND, INDIANA 46323

PAUL METZGER HAMMOND (219) 844.4800
MAINTENANCE OF WaoY ENGINEXR CHICAGO (312) 768.9170

May 10, 1982
Pile - AFE 4008

Dr. George Madany

U.S, Envirommental Protection Agency
Office of Emergency Response

230 South Dearborn

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Dear 8ir:
You are, no doudt, aware that the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad

Campany is ane of the property owners adjacent to the Calumet Container
Corporaticn, site of the recent explosion and fire in Hammond, Indiana,

&

I understand from my representative at last week's meeting omn this
matter that one of the first measures to be taken is the erection of several
waming signs and snow fencing to help protect the area from unauthorized
personnel,

The I.H.B. Railroad wishes to go on record that if, as On-Site
Coordinator, you think it prudent to place said signs and fencing on our
property, please consider this ocur permission to proceed. We wish to
cooperate in this matter as much as possible and offer this permit for as
long as necessary providing a minimm of 20 ft. clearance to our track is
observed, our understanding is correct that said signs and fence do not
represent any property boundaries and that they will be removed when their
purpose has been fulfilled.

% Yours truly,

W2

cc: Mr. Eoward Chimn
Chief Engineer
- Illinois Attorney General's Office
188 West Randolph
Chicago, Illinois 60601

¥Mr. Ron Novak

Chief

Adir Pollution

City of Haxmond

5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46320
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